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     The Messenger 
Grace United Methodist Church 

16 Hillcrest Drive 
Ravena, NY 12143 

 

         (518) 756-6688 

                                            
     Email: graceumcravena@statetel.com  
     Website:         www.gumcravena.com 

       Rev. Kim Krause, Pastor                                                                                                                                                
 

Working together to put our faith and love into practice.   
 

Services are held at 9:30am -  Parking Lot Grace FM-89.7, 

Temporary Sanctuary, & Facebook  
 

OCTOBER 2025 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 
 

Dear Family and Friends of Grace UMC,  
  
 It seems like the seasons are just flying by. Leaves have already been 
changing color, and some trees have been losing their leaves. It seems like 
September just started but we are somehow already in October. One thing that 
happens in the fall is each United Methodist church holds a church conference. 
Church conference is where we gather to celebrate the year and decide who will 
be serving in leadership for the coming year. We have moved to One Board, in 
place of Ad Council, where we meet all together (usually once a month after 
worship), and everyone on the Board serves in some other capacity: lay leader, 
lay delegate to conference, staff-parish, finance, and trustees. Rarely does a 
smaller team need to meet alone, but if needed all questions, concerns, and 
issues are brought to the larger group. 
 All are welcome to attend the Church conference, but only members of 
Grace UMC can vote on changes for those serving on Committees, on the 
pastor’s compensation package, accepting reports, affirming lay servants.  

http://www.gumcravena.com/
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Occasionally less common issues arise within the life of the church, and while 
conversation may happen in small groups, they often require a church 
conference to vote on (like our previous Church conference to vote on the sale of 
the building/property). If you are interested in serving on One Board or a 
particular committee, please let me know. 
 Our annual conference (Upper New York) has moved to having regional 
church conferences, where several local churches meet at the same time and 
place and the District Superintendent presides over all simultaneously. Our 
church conference is scheduled for Saturday, October 18th, 3pm at First UMC in 
Delmar. It’s an opportunity to meet people from other UM churches in the area 
and learn what they are doing and where they are seeing God at work.  
Carpooling can be available for those that would like to attend.   
 We hope to have more information about the possibility of interested 
parties finding a new purpose for our building and land soon. The need for 
affordable senior housing has increased greatly, especially in Ravena and the 
surrounding area. If you are interested in learning more about this or being 
involved, please contact the church or myself and we can get you in touch with 
those working closely with the real estate agent and the contractor/builder/grant 
writer. We are excited about this possibility for new life here on the hill. 
 As we look forward to new possibilities, let us continue to be people of 
grace, hope and love. And let us continue to put our faith and love into action 
and practice everywhere we go. 
     Peace for the Journey, Pastor Kim 
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  5 Blake & Christine Frazee 

  9 Ken (Jake) Bliss 
12 Donna Newton 

12 Rick & Kate Robertson 

18 Carissa Van Alstyne 
29 Sam Robertson 

 
       

 
 

BARGAIN SHED NEWS 
  PLEASE REMEMBER:  we do not accept TV’s, computers or 

exercise equipment. Only small furniture pieces can be 

accommodated (please inquire first before bringing). And, most 
important, please do not leave donations outside.  The weather has 

ruined many really nice items. 
 

 
 

The Book Nook is open 
Tuesday and Saturday 

mornings from 9:00 am – 
Noon.  Thanks to everyone 

who help us further our education mission. 
  

And don't miss our drop in Friends Around the Table on Tuesdays. 
Good conversation and free snacks. 
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HOLY INTERRUPTIONS 

 Most of us are pretty good at 

planning—schedules, to-do lists, 
calendars filled to the brim. But 

what happens when God steps in 
with an unexpected detour? 

 Throughout Scripture, God often 
moved in the interruptions. Moses 

was tending sheep when he saw a 
burning bush. Mary was simply 

living her life when an angel appeared. Even Jesus was frequently 
“interrupted” by people seeking healing or hope—and He never 

turned them away. 
 "Interruptible faith" is a posture of openness. It’s saying, 

“Lord, here’s my plan—but I trust Yours more.” It means slowing 

down, paying attention, and being willing to let God rearrange our 
day for His greater purpose. 

Proverbs 16:9 (NIV) reminds us, “In their hearts humans plan their 
course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” May we have the 

courage to let Him. 

    
 

FROM KNOWING TO BECOMING 

Get to know Jesus well because the more you know him, the more 
you’ll love him. And the more you love him, the more you’ll want to 

follow him. And the more you follow him, the more you’ll become 

like him. And the more you become like him, the more you become 
yourself.     

       —Ned Erickson 
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NEW BIBLE STUDY 

 
We’re beginning on Monday October 6 at 11:30 

and continuing for 6 weeks. After each session 
we’re planning to have lunch and staying for 

lunch is optional. It is a video series. No need to 
purchase a book. There will be weekly handouts 

for optional homework during the weeks 
between sessions. 

 
Please contact Sharon or Phyllis for more 

information or to sign up. 
 

 

 
 

 

Our own Sharon Phillips and Bill Lyons (and Bill’s son, Dylan) 
performed old-time favorites and gospel songs at the Little Red 

School House’s open house on Sunday afternoon, September 14th. 
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 
 

World Communion 
Sunday in 2025 falls 

on Sunday, October 5. 
Celebrated on the first 

Sunday in October, this 
day recognizes the unity of the Christian Church and its diverse 

members across the globe. Many churches participate by gathering 
for worship and communion, often incorporating elements from 

various cultures and traditions.  

       This year’s World Communion Sunday resources highlight three 
powerful scriptures that remind us of our unity in Christ. From 1 
Corinthians 12:12–27, we learn that the church is like one body 
made of many different parts, each important and needed. Psalm 
133:1 celebrates how good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 
together in harmony. And in John 17:21–23, Jesus prays that all 
believers may be one, just as He and God are one. Together, these 
passages invite us to celebrate our differences while remembering 
the unity we share at Christ’s table. 
 
 

THE SOUNDS OF WORSHIP 

 Have you ever paused to listen — really listen — to the world 

around you? 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises!” (Psalm 98:4, ESV) 

 The hum of morning birdsong. The laughter of children. The 
comforting voice of a friend. Even the quiet moments of stillness. 

These aren’t just background noise — they’re invitations to worship. 
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 God designed a world that sings. Worship isn’t limited to 

Sunday mornings or formal songs; it’s woven into the everyday 
moments that tune our hearts to Him. And when we pause to truly 

hear it, we are drawn into praise, right where we are. 
 What sound lifts your heart toward God today? Take a 

moment to listen. Let it remind you of His love and nearness. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Some of the special days celebrated in October are: 

 World Communion Sunday — October 5, 2025 
 Pastor/Clergy Appreciation Sunday — October 12, 2025 
 Columbus Day observed — October 13, 2025 

 Indigenous Peoples Day — October 13, 2025 
 Church Conference – October 18, 2025 at 3:00pm 

  Delmar First United Methodist Church 
 Reformation Sunday — October 26, 2025 

 Reformation Day — October 31, 2025 
 Tuesdays & Saturdays 9:00am-Noon – Bargain Shed & Book 

Nook Open 
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

16 Hillcrest Drive 
Ravena, NY 12143-1409 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK          
If you are on Facebook, please join the Church page by liking us at 

Grace United Methodist Church, Ravena, NY.  Find out what’s 

happening each week, including meetings and special events.  
OR VISIT US ON THE WEB: www.gumcravena.com 

http://www.gumcravena.com/

